
CROSS-ANALYSIS: STRATEGIC VISION & 6-PROPOSAL PLATFORM (PIERRE GENEVIER) 
/ ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA AGENDA FOR SIDS (ABAS 2024-2034) (Version 23-5-26) 

Following an analysis of the vision statement and platform in light of the Antigua and 
Barbuda Agenda for SIDS (ABAS 2024-2034), it appears that the proposals offer concrete, 
innovative, and cross-cutting solutions that directly address the needs and demands expressed by 
Small Island Developing States.

The platform, which helps achieve the transformation toward sustainable global resource 
consumption and production presented in the GRO 2024 (see CA-GRO), is all the more relevant for 
SIDS given that this report demonstrates the severity of the triple planetary crisis. These island 
nations find themselves on the front lines of climate change (with GHG emissions projected up 23% 
in the business-as-usual scenario, p. 15, 83, 104), biodiversity loss (over 90% linked to resource 
extraction and land use, p. 13, 48), water stress, and health impacts (over 200 million DALYs per 
year, p. 70, 88). SIDS suffer the consequences of a growth model based on the infinite extraction of 
resources (p. 7, 139-140), without being its primary beneficiaries.

Here is how the platform can help achieve the objectives of the ABAS, item by item, 
reinforced by the scientific findings of the GRO 2024.

1. Addressing the Fundamental Need for Financing Reform 

The ABAS highlights on multiple occasions the budgetary constraints of SIDS, their low 
fiscal space, and the need to reform the international financial architecture (para. 7, p. 2; para. 32 A, 
p. 15). The platform proposes a fundamental solution to this problem. The funding model does not 
rely on a simple direct transfer of funds, but on a set of structural mechanisms that perfectly align 
with the ABAS calls for a multidimensional approach to development.

A. Indirect Financing Through the Structural Transfer of Capabilities (Proposals 1 to 4) 

This is the core of the "sustainable convergence" model. The ABAS does not only speak of 
financial transfers, but also of building productive capacities (para. 21, p. 5), technology transfer 
(para. 32, p. 15), and improving state efficiency (para. 25(b), p. 8).

- The platform proposes that wealthy countries finance the development of global 
applications (justice, pensions/health) to modernize their own systems. In doing so, they create a 
cutting-edge digital public good. By sharing it with SIDS, they perform a transfer of technology and 
knowledge of considerable value.

- The creation of the new International Organization for Internet and AI governance, the 
management of UN data centers, and the development of global applications—which will help 
narrow the digital divide and provide digital resources to SIDS—respond to the ABAS call to 
"provide SIDS with the necessary means of implementation to strengthen their scientific and 
technological capacities" (para. 32 H (i), p. 22).

- The development of global applications (justice, pensions/health) makes it easier for 
wealthy countries to meet their obligation to dedicate 0.7% of GNI to Official Development 
Assistance (ODA). It also allows SIDS to "advance digital transformation" and "harness new and 
emerging technologies" (para. 32 H (iv), p. 22) without having to bear the initial R&D costs.

- Advantage for SIDS: The adoption of these systems reduces their own future public 
expenditures in the costly sectors of justice, health, and social management. This "freeing up of 
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internal fiscal space" constitutes a form of indirect financing, allowing resources to be reallocated 
toward other ABAS priorities (climate adaptation, education, etc.).

The findings of the ABAS report: The ABAS laments the fact that accessing international 
climate financing (Green Climate Fund, etc.) is extremely cumbersome and requires audit reports of 
a complexity that discourages SIDS administrations (32.B.a.viii, 32.B.a.vii).

The contribution of the platform: A globalized, standardized, and transparent information 
system (notably through the public management of UN data and applications) would give 
international donors perfect and instantaneous visibility into resource utilization, the social status of 
the population, and economic indicators. This structural transparency would "reassure" investors 
and drastically simplify the granting of aid or credit to SIDS.

B. Financing Through the Reallocation of Global Military Expenditures (Proposal 5)     

The proposal to create an agency for the modernization of militaries, disarmament, and the 
governance of military AI is an extremely powerful indirect financial lever.

- Direct link to the ABAS: The ABAS emphasizes the vulnerability of SIDS to external 
shocks and climate impacts (para. 6, p. 2). The Proposal 5 aims to implement Article 26 of the 
United Nations Charter and encourage the reduction of defense budgets. The "peace dividends" thus 
generated could create a substantial pool of resources.

- New security paradigm: For SIDS, the greatest existential threat is not a traditional armed 
conflict, but climate change (para. 6, p. 2). Their "security" requires investments in resilience. The 
proposal 5 creates the political and financial framework to redirect a portion of global weapons 
resources toward the fight against global warming and environmental protection, among others, 
which would directly benefit SIDS.

- The GRO 2024 implicitly shows that the military sector is a major emitter of greenhouse 
gases and has a significant impact on environmental degradation. By promoting transparency and 
disarmament, the Proposal 5 helps reduce these emissions, diminish the impact of weapons 
production on nature, and free up budgetary resources. Redirected toward climate adaptation and 
the environment, these resources would save lives in SIDS threatened by rising sea levels and 
cyclones. For these countries, "security" is not military: it is survival in the face of climate 
disruption.

C. Tackling the Root Causes of Inequalities (Proposal 6) 

The Proposal 6 on the search for an alternative to market capitalism is fundamental to the 
long-term sustainability of SIDS.

- Direct link to the ABAS: The ABAS notes the high dependence of SIDS on external 
markets and their vulnerability to global economic shocks (para. 5, p. 2). The proposal 6 aims to 
design an economic system that, by its nature, does not create such vast inequalities.

- Beyond resilience, toward systemic equity: The ABAS aims for "resilient prosperity" (para. 
11, p. 2). The Proposal 6 provides a roadmap to tackle the root causes of inequalities between 
States, going further than the current financial architecture reforms mentioned in the ABAS (para. 
32 A, p. 15).

- The GRO 2024 demonstrates that high-income countries consume six times more materials



per capita than low-income countries (p. 122), and cause ten times more climate impacts (p. 56). 
The hyper-consumption of wealthy nations is the primary cause of the triple planetary crisis. SIDS, 
which are its first victims (rising sea levels, ocean acidification, coral bleaching), have every 
interest in supporting a systemic alternative (Prop. 6) that challenges this extractive and unequal 
model, while backing the other proposals that help achieve the transformation toward sustainable 
global consumption and production.

In conclusion of this section: the platform does not merely seek to "fill the coffers" of a fund 
for SIDS. It proposes a structural transformation of their development trajectory through: (1) A 
"turnkey" transfer of capabilities that reduces their future costs, (2) A reorientation of global 
budgetary priorities from defense to climate resilience and environmental protection, and (3) A 
questioning of the economic system that generates and perpetuates their vulnerability.

2. Bridging the Digital Divide and Strengthening Technological Capabilities 

The ABAS stresses the need to "strengthen digital cooperation, develop digital infrastructure 
[and] bridge digital divides" (para. 32 H (ii), p. 22), a major challenge for geographically dispersed 
States. The strategic vision and Proposal No. 1 tackle this problem head-on. By managing data 
centers and developing global applications, the new International Organization would have the 
resources and expertise necessary to:

Support the "Small Island Developing States Centre of Excellence" planned in Antigua 
(para. 20, p. 5), particularly its "innovation and technology mechanism" (para. 32 H (v), p. 22).

Help SIDS to "develop national roadmaps for digitalization" (para. 32 H (iii), p. 23).

Enable a transfer of technology and knowledge that strengthens local capacities rather than 
creating dependence.

The findings of the ABAS report: One of the greatest obstacles for SIDS is not only the 
lack of capital, but also the shortage of highly qualified human resources—a challenge intensified 
by their small population size and the brain drain phenomenon (para. 21.a.iii), alongside the need to 
build institutional capacity (para. 25.b.iv).

The contribution of the platform: The global justice, pension, and healthcare management 
applications provide a layer of pre-built engineering that is standardized on a global scale. Instead 
of requiring a micro-State to write its own computer code or design its own AI algorithms (which it 
lacks the resources to do), the platform delivers a robust, immediately operational tool, thereby 
compensating for the structural deficit in local technical skills

3. Providing Concrete Solutions to Specific Development Challenges 

The application proposals are direct and practical responses to needs expressed in the 
ABAS.

Proposal No. 3 (Global Legal Aid System) 

- Direct link to the ABAS: The agenda calls for strengthening the rule of law and "equal 
access to justice systems that are fair" (para. 22, p. 7) as well as combating transnational crime 
(para. 25(b) (viii), p. 9). The AI-based legal aid system would help make justice more efficient and 
accessible, including for vulnerable populations.



- Legal capacity challenges for SIDS: SIDS have played a historic role before the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) to seek recognition of States' legal obligations regarding climate 
change. However, fighting international legal battles or transcribing these norms into national law 
requires immense legal assistance, which these island states often lack.
 

- The contribution of the platform: The AI-powered global legal aid system is the missing 
link to democratize this fight. It would allow SIDS Ministries of Justice, as well as their local NGOs 
and citizens, to have immediate access to global jurisprudence and the legal tools necessary to 
enforce their environmental rights against foreign jurisdictions or investors.

Proposal No. 4 (Global Pension Management System) 

- Direct link to the ABAS: The report emphasizes the need to "strengthen adaptive social 
protection systems" (para. 25(c)(vi), p. 9) and recognizes the inadequacy of social protection 
systems in SIDS (para. 24, p. 7). The proposal for a global pension system, coupled with the global 
health system, directly responds to this call. It would furthermore provide valuable data for public 
health and employment policies, helping to manage non-communicable diseases (NCDs), a major 
scourge for SIDS (para. 24, p. 7).

- The ABAS report’s (2024) call to modernize multi-hazard early warning systems (para. 30) 
must not be treated in isolation, but rather form part of a global momentum. The United Nations’ 
Early Warnings for All initiative demonstrates the emergence of a global architecture for vigilance 
in the face of climate crises. Therefore, it appears strategic to propose that the development of these 
warning tools be cross-cuttingly integrated into other global applications, notably digital social 
protection registries and health information systems (para. 25). Such application convergence would 
allow weather forecasts to be cross-referenced with socio-economic vulnerability data, transforming 
raw alerts into a targeted and vital humanitarian response for SIDS populations.

- Consequently, the adoption, voting, and launching of these initial proposals (specifically 
proposals 2, 3, and 4) should be seen merely as the foundational step of a model designed to 
continuously improve over time. As the framework progressively integrates new global 
applications, it will yield more data and multiply systemic benefits for Member States. Ultimately, 
this scalable dynamic will prompt UN countries to forward-think and identify the next global 
applications to be developed in the future, turning this platform into an evolving tool for long-term 
development challenges.

4. Strengthening Resilience in the Face of Crises and Improving Data Governance 

The ABAS highlights the vulnerability of SIDS to exogenous shocks and the weakness of
their data capacities to inform policies (para. 19, p. 4). The data-centric approach (Proposals 1, 3, 4) 
is critical. The development of global applications and the management of standardized data would 
make it possible to:

- Strengthen data collection, analysis, and governance—a crying need for SIDS (para. 32 G, 
p. 22).

- Provide forecasting and management tools for crises (health, economic), contributing to 
the establishment of "early warning systems" (para. 32 E, p. 21).



5. Contributing to Peace and Security in the Face of Emerging Threats 

The ABAS addresses security from the perspective of transnational crime, but also the 
security implications of climate change (para. 6, p. 2).

The Proposal No. 5 (Agency for Peace, Disarmament, and Military AI): Although less 
directly linked to the ABAS than the other proposals, it contributes fundamentally. By promoting 
peace and disarmament, it aims to reduce conflicts (major obstacles to development) and free up 
resources for establishing and maintaining peace. This stability is a prerequisite for achieving any 
development agenda.  (See also section 1.B, explaining that decreasing military budgets would 
generate funds to, among other things, combat global warming and protect the environment).

6. Accompanying the Transition Toward "Sustainable Convergence" 

Finally, the vision of moving from the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to 
"sustainable convergence" goals aligns perfectly with the aspirations of SIDS.

- Direct link to the ABAS: The ABAS calls for "build[ing] partnerships on an equal footing" 
(para. 16, p. 4), "strengthen[ing] support for the development of productive capacities" (para. 21, p. 
5), and leaving no one behind. Your approach, which consists of equipping all countries with the 
same tools for justice, health, and governance, is a concrete implementation of this principle of 
equity and convergence.

General Conclusion 

The vision and platform are not mere technological proposals. They constitute an 
operational financing and implementation plan for a large part of the ABAS.

They provide:

- A method for generating resources (Prop. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5).

- The technical infrastructures to build capacity (Prop. 1).

- Concrete applications for social justice and social protection (Prop. 3, 4).

- A strengthened and pacified global governance framework (Prop. 5, 6), paving the 
way for a scalable ecosystem where the accumulation of new applications and data will multiply 
long-term global benefits.

This triptych offers a far more comprehensive and sustainable response to the financing and 
development needs of SIDS than a simple subsidy mechanism would.


